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The Coronavirus Pandemic Is Endangering Our Civitas
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Summary %5

We are just beginning to anticipate the consequences of our common coronavirus-related behavior: Not only have
we maneuvered ourselves into the biggest economic crisis since the Second World War and plunged several
industries into the abyss, but we are undermining our own social foundations, that have resulted in the most
successful product of our civilization to date: the city, the civitas, the basis of civilization. By constantly practicing
the new, careful hygiene measures, we have internalized that we should treat other people with suspicion and at a
distance and that we should stay away from large gatherings of people at all. No large family celebrations, no folk
festivals, no football games, no Oktoberfest, no club nights, conferences or demonstrations. No public transport, no

groups in elevators, no open-plan offices, no shared tables in restaurants.

Where does our “new normal” behavior lead? What are the consequences for architecture, housing, urban planning

and infrastructures? Recently unchallenged paradigms are being thrown overboard, such as more densification in
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cities, less individual traffic, smaller private living areas, but more communal uses, less urban sprawl in the
countryside and in the suburbs. What will become of us as social beings that don’t just want to exchange factual
information? What will become of our cities, where something new could always arise when supposedly

irreconcilable opposites collide?
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Short bio /&

Peter Cachola Schmal is the Director of the Deutsches Architekturmuseum (DAM)- the German architecture
museum — in Frankfurt. Trained as an Architect, he has been director since 2006, taking the DAM to the top of the
field in Germany. The museum and its vast archives not only cater to the profession but also to the general public
in the fields of architecture, urban planning and related fields such as infrastructure and social politics. He is showing
up to 15 new exhibitions each year at the museum and has organized various awards such as the annual DAM Preis
for Architecture in Germany, the biannual International Highrise Award, or the annual DAM Book Award. A lot of
conferences, symposia and lectures are being hosted at the DAM. Peter Cachola Schmal has represented Germany
at the Venice Architecture Biennale in 2016 with the widely discussed “Making Heimat, Germany Arrival Country”
theme, and in 2007 at the Sao Paulo Architecture Biennal. He has taught in Germany and lectured world-wide.
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