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Summary # 5

A future used to be considered to have 50 year life span, But since the 60s, the period of the future has become
shorter day by day due to the acceleration of technological and social changes, until finally the future has been
incorporated into the present. The future has been transformed from a “Future world as it should be" to a “Multiverse

of possibilities of the present”.

In such an age when the concept of time has been removed from the future, shouldn't architectural education, which
seeks ways of constructing the future environment,
also shift from the traditional act of "instructing the orientation towards a certain future" to the act of "exploring

together, the many possibilities existing at the present moment™ ?

In this lecture, I would like to discuss my own attempt at this paradigm shift in architectural education, introducing

some examples..
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Short bio /&

Hitoshi Abe is a Professor and former Chair in the Department of Architecture and Urban Design at UCLA and the
Director of the UCLA Paul 1. and Hisako Terasaki Center for Japanese Studies. Since 1992, when Dr. Abe
established Atelier Hitoshi Abe, he has maintained an active international design practice based in Sendai, Japan.
As a successful designer and educator who continuously lectures and publishes throughout his career, Hitoshi Abe
has earned a position among the leaders in the field of Architecture and urban design for his ability to initiate
productive interdisciplinary collaborations and establish professional partnerships with various constituencies. With
growing geography in its portfolio, Atelier Hitoshi Abe opened its second office in Los Angeles in 2008. In 2011,
together with a group of Japanese Architects, Hitoshi Abe initiated the Arch-Aid network — a voluntary network of
architects established to help reconstruct the damaged community by the 2011 East Japan Great Earthquake and
Tsunami. In 2017, he opened the xXLAB at UCLA, which serves as an international think tank that examines

architecture’s elastic boundaries through interdisciplinary collaboration.
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EXTREME IDEAS :
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ntered into pieces
and reconnected in various ways by information technology.

About

About

XLAB is an international think tank initiative that examines architecture'’s elastic boundaries and
considers new possibilities through interdisciplinary partnerships with a range of industries-including
business, technology and science — creating a vast network of possibilities that expands architecture’s
role and potential to serve as an active platform in which to “Research, Test, Share” ideas between
fields, people, and places.

Research Platform Initiative
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ArcDR3 Initiative is a 3-year global interdisciplinary architecture education project that proposes the study and design
for resilience and risk reduction in our contemporary environment. It is launched in collaboration with the Association of
Pacific Rim Universities (APRU) Multi-hazard program, involving partlupatlons from 11 Universities. With the urgency of
establishing new strategies for designing buildi ities and-en ments; ArcDR3 Ipitigtive launches an International
Studio Platform, where research findings ﬁsd amy partlcupan gt thhkconclusmn of this initiative,
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Paradigm Shift

In recent years, we have witnessed a paradigm
shift in the way we live, work, and communicate.
The spaces occupied by domesticity and work
that have been separated since the Industrial
Revolution are beginning to reconcile, creating a
gray zone. The activities and experiences of daily
life have exceeded the structures that contain
them, becoming more fluid, interconnected, and

seamless than ever before.

Modern Dichotomy

Work activities were once contained within
the home. Developments in manufacturing

technology changed labor practices,
moving work to a designated place.

‘ /

Separation of work from home became a
key concept in modernization, driving the

design of buildings and cities.
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Platform

XLAB serves as an active platform for creating possibilities to expand architcture’s role
and promote corss-disciplinary research. As a platform, xLAB initiates and organizes programs,
initiatives and operations, in which educators and professionals are testing strategies, exchanging

knowledge and presenting ideas internationally.
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