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Regional Resources Cognition Expressed in Scenic Postmark Groups
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Summary: About 13,000 of the post offices in Japan have a local pictorial postmark called a scenic postmark. Scenic
postmarks represent regional resources while abstracting and reconstructing the landscape. Analyzing scenic
postmarks as a group makes it possible to understand how regional resources are recognized. However, scenic
postmarks with almost identical designs do not fully express the region’s characteristics. We treat each municipality
as a group of scenic postmarks and evaluate the diversity of the images (DI) and the deployment rate (DR) to see if
they can be used to study the region’s characteristics. The scenic postmark groups of 73 municipalities, accounting
for about 30% of the municipalities in the Kinki region, fully reflect regional characteristics, and the distribution
of their subjects can correspond to the recognition of regional resources. The distribution of the subjects was then
evaluated by the degree of distribution of the subjects (DS). In most regions, subjects” distribution was either unique
or hierarchical. The presence of regional resources within a small area and the hierarchy of regional resources are
characteristics of the regions that the analysis of scenic postmarks can identify.
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