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Graham Harman

— k66—




AOJEEE DI N

FREDEXIDEF
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2022 Fall Semester International Design Studio

Toward the New Aesthetics of Architecture

Utopia - Garden of Excess

HIRANO Toshiki
International Architectural Education Platform SEKISUI HOUSE - KUMA LAB

We live in a world of excess, and this excess is both physical and virtual.

Physical excess: the amount of artificial material on Earth has surpassed the amount of natural mate-
rial, marking the advent of the concept of the Anthropocene. Virtual excess: the amount of digital infor-
mation humans have created has reached the point where Al is leaming from that data to create another
excess of information

The changes caused by the acceleration of excess are disruptive and they beckon a re-examination
and re-imaginati ing strategies—a term borrowed from Nelson Goodman's "Ways of
Worldmaking." Goodman posited that worlds are constructed and reconstructed, not merely discovered,
through various conceptual and material practices. In the architectural ambit, this translates to a respor-
sive, critical approach towards design, necessitating a fusion of creativity and ecological mindfulness.

In previous semesters, this studio has engaged with various islands including Uminomori Park in To-
kyo and the Marshall Islands, exploring the unique autonomy and utopian possibilities inherent in these
isolated landforms. This semester, our gaze shifts to Inujima, an island in the Seto Inland Sea. Inujima
underwent a significant transformation due to copper refining and stone quarrying industries during the
early modemn period. Although now a notable art tourism destination alongside Naoshima, its population
stood at a mere 49 as of 2016,

Our exploration this semester s to envision a utopia as “garden of excess" on Inujima, leveraging this
exercise as a medium to gain insights into the act of worldmaking in this era of excess, By conceptualiz-
ing a utopia, we aim to delve into the dynamics of architectural design, ecology, and creation, exploring
how these elements interweave to respond to the challenges of our time. Inujima serves as both a con-
textual backdrop and a catalyst for our explorations.

HIRANO Fall 2023

2023 EFMRFHWMRERZI 2> F

EXERCISES

Exercise 1 Hakoniwa Therapy

Example of Hakoniwa from Hakoniwa therapy session Al generated image of Hakoniwa

Hakoniwa( #§ [ , boxed garden) is a hobby of creating one's own world by placing miniature trees, mountains, houses, etc.
inside small boxes, which became popular in Japan during the Edo period (1603-1868). Japanese psychologist Hayao Kawai
developed this as a form of psychotherapy by incorporating sandplay therapy, which developed in Europe in the early 20th
century. Hakoniwa therapy attempts to materialize the subject's subconscious by allowing the subject to freely create a hakoniwa
(box garden) in a box with toys, sand, etc.

In this exercise, students are asked to create a box garden utilizing image-generating Al such as midjourney or stable diffusion.
Texts emitted from the individual's unconscious are generated as visual information through the Al, the other, and the individual
tunes the texts based on this information. Through this feedback loop, the purpose of this exercise is to construct a world based
on the subconscious of the subject as a mixture of human and Al, rather than as an individual human subject.

In the first half of the exercise, students will create small artifacts, and then construct hakoniwas in the second half of the
exercise.
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DOES Al DREAM OF LANDSCAPE?(2021)

https://kazukimasaki.com/does-ai-dream-of-landscape (£888 : 2022 %9 A 6 B)

— k75—



4Rk

) AR5 LE ¥ 100

AXEDBZREY S

Midjourney (2022.09) Stable Diffusion (2023.10)
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Chance Meeting on a Dissecting Table of a Sewing Machine and an Umbrella
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